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V. Neil Wyrick as LUTHER
]V. Neil Wyrick, in full costume, is this old German dissident come to share with his 21st century audience the problems his ideas and beliefs brought him.  A 16th century Catholic monk, Martin Luther became dissatisfied with his church, and unable to keep his questions and opinions to himself made enemies of priests and nuns, peasants and even the Pope in Rome.  Luther’s first words set the tone for this one man drama, “I am very pleased with the fine welcome I have received since coming to your time.  In my time I was called a child of perdition.  A child of hell in your way of speaking.  Well, I did break with authority.  I shattered tradition.  But what makes a rebel?  What shapes a life?”  And for the rest of the program, Neil shares what was it like to live in his time; what made him become a monk in the first place; what parallels can be drawn between the two centuries, and much more.  [image: l In an intriguing way, Martin steps forward into the 21st century to give the audience a view of his 16th century and says,  “If you are to understand the Protestant Reformation, you must understand me.”
l Superstitions abounded.  “When I was a little boy my mother would not even let me have a kitten.  She believed that cats were witches, who cast spells on people.”
l Not rewriting history but making it come alive, Martin says, “It was not my intention, but I became a father to an erratic child called Protestantism that was to beget other children called denominations.  Until in the United States alone, its progeny would number over three hundred recognized denominations!  One Christ.  One cross!  So many splinters.”
l He tells of his trip to Rome.  “All my life I had been taught that Rome was second only to Heaven itself.”  The beginnings of his break with the church he loved? “Nien!  I was not yet ready for Wittenberg!  But the knot to Rome had slipped, and it would continue to slip until only God remained.”
l He constantly make comparisons, “Why Wittenberg?  Because we had no means of communication in my time as do you today.  We had no radio...no television….but these words nailed upon this door would be read and spread.”
l You can feel the anguish in the man as he says, “Sometimes I grew so weary.  Sometimes I felt so alone. So many people would have been so glad if old Martin had just been quiet.”  But even in the 21st century, Martin Luther will not be quiet, and he challenges his listeners to stand tall, sun crowned above the crowd.
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® Inan intriguing way, Martin sieps forward into the 21 century to give the andience a view of his 16th
century and says, “If you are to understand the Protestant Reformation, you must understand me.”

®  Superstitions abounded. “When I was a little boy my mother would not even let me have akitten. She
believed that cats were witches, who cast spells on people.”

® Mot rewriting history but making it come alive, Martin says, “It was not my intention, but I became a fa-
ther to an erratic child called Protestantism that was to beget other children called denominations. Until in the
United States alone, its progeny would number over three hundred recognized denominations! One Christ
One cross| So many splinters.”

® e tells of his trip to Rome, “All my life T had been taught that Rome was second only to Heaven itself”
The beginnings of his break with the church he loved? “Nien! I was not yet ready for Wittenberg! Butthe
knot to Rome had slipped, and it would continue to slip until only God remained.”

®  He constantly make comparisons, “Why Wittenberg? Because we had no means of communication in my
time as do youtoday. We had no radio...no television....but these words nailed upon this door would be read
and spread.”

®  Youcan feel the anguish in the man as he says, “Sometimes I grew so weary. Sometimes I felt o alone,
So many people would have been so glad if old Martin had just been quiet.” But even in the 215t century,
Martin Luther will not be quit, and he challenges his listeners to stand tall, sun crowned above the crowd
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