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THE PENITENT THIEF 
Dysmas actually lived in Christ’s time, however, he isn’t mentioned by name in our Bible.  And though he is mentioned in Halley’s Handbook and Josephus, little is known about him except that he was one the thieves crucified with Jesus and was the one to whom Jesus said, “This day you shall see me in paradise.”  So, using a little sanctified imagination and posing the question What If ? Neil weaves a fictional story about Dysmas into the true story of Christ.  Dysmas is a master story teller and his Alfred Hitchcock-type ending is memorably inspiring.  

l     What if Dysmas had been a stable boy in Bethlehem at the time of Christ’s birth?  What if he was not allowed to go near the stable but could only watch from a distance as Wisemen from afar and shepherds down out of the hills came to pay homage?  What if, when the Holy Family fled to Egypt, he vowed that somehow, sometime he would find Jesus? 
l     Early on he grabs the audience’s attention by warning them, “ This is my story, but it is your story, too.” 
l      Sharing a little of what life was like in the Middle East so long ago, he tells of his journey into manhood and his quest.  How once he recognized Mary and Joseph but found no Jesus.  Not realizing He was in the  temple confounding the elders, Dysmas traveled on.  Another time he is too late to see Him feed the 5,000.   He missed Him by an hour, a day, a week, a month...but always he missed Him.
l      Finally, he met Him at Golgotha and Dysmas closes out his monologue, “Twelve men He chose as His disciples.  What if I had been chosen?  He changed a Peter, a Thomas…could He not have changed a thief?  He forgave a woman of adultery, healed so many, even raised a Lazarus from the dead.  What if I had met Him earlier?  What if I had known Jesus?  Could he not have changed even me?  Could he not change even you?”
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We are most fortunate to have with us this evening (afternoon, etc.) a man who actually lived in Christ’s time.  Dysmas, crucified on a cross next to Jesus, was the thief who asked for forgiveness, yet we know little else about him.  So this evening, using a little sanctified imagination, Neil will be a master storyteller as he, as Dysmas, weaves a fictional story of his life into the true story of Christ.    

Neil brings to this presentation a considerable background of knowledge and experience.  He wrote the script for the nationally syndicated radio drama, “A Boy Named Dysmas,” which he later adapted to this one man drama and has presented all over the United States.  
After the program, Neil will be at the book table, just outside in the hall, and you may dialogue with “Dysmas” as long as you want.  And while there, you may also wish to browse among some of his writings and a DVD of other historical personalities he presents as one man dramatizations.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, activate your imagination and enjoy “Dysmas, The Penitent Thief.” 
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Dysmas actually lived in Christ's time, however, he isn't mentioned by name in our Bible. And though he is
mentioned in Halley's Handbook and Josephus, lttl is known about him except that he was one the thieves
crucified with Jesus and was the one to whom Jesus said, “This day you shall see me in paradise.” So, usinga
little sanctified imagination and posing the question [¥hat [f ? Neil weaves a fictional story about Dysmas into

the true story of Christ. Dysmas is a master story teller and his Alfred Hitchcock-type ending is memorably
inspiring.

®  [Phat if Dysmas had been a stable boy in Bethlehem af the time of Christ's birth? [Phat if he was not al-
lowed to go near the stable but could only watch from a distance as Wisemen from afar and shepherds down
out of the hills came to pay homage? #hat if, when the Holy Family fled to Egypt, he vowed that somehow,
sometime he would find Tesus?

® Early on he grabs the audience’s attention by warning them, * This is my story, but it is your story, too.”
®  Sharing a little of what life was like in the Middle East so long ago, he tells of his journey into manhood
and his quest. How once he recognized Mary and Joseph but found no Jesus. Not realizing He was in the
temple confounding the elders, Dysmas traveled on. Another time he is too late to see Him feed the 5,000

He missed Him by an hour, a day, a week, a month...but always he missed Him

® TFinally, he met Him at Golgotha and Dysmas closes out his monologue, “Twelve men He chose as His
disciples. What if T had been chosen? He changed a Peter, a Thomas... could He not have changed a thief?
He forgave a woman of adultery, healed so many, even raised a Lazarus from the dead. What if I had met Him
carlier? What if I had known Jesus? Could he not have changed even me? Could he not change even you?”
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‘We are most fortunate to have with us this evening (afternoon, etc.) a
man who actually lived in Christ’s time. Dysmas, crucified on a cross
next to Jesus, was the thief who asked for forgiveness, yet we know lit-
tle else about him. So this evening, using a little sanctified imagination,
Neil will be a master storyteller as he, as Dysmas, weaves a fictional
story of his life into the true story of Christ.

Neil brings to this presentation a considerable background of
knowledge and experience. He wrote the script for the nationally syn-
dicated radio drama, “A Boy Named Dysmas,” which he later adapted
to this one man drama and has presented all over the United States.

After the program, Neil will be at the book table, just outside in
the hall, and you may dialogue with “Dysmas” as long as you want.
And while there, you may also wish to browse among some of his writ-

ings and a DVD of other historical personalities he presents as one man
dramatizations.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, activate your imagination and en-
joy “Dysmas, The Penitent Thief.”
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